THE   VICAR   OF   MORWENSTOW
that I cannot regard my home as sure nor my roof certain
to shelter my dear ones. On the school-building account
I am responsible for seventy pounds odd, more than I have
collected from subscribers. ... I have to pay the master
twelve pounds ten shillings quarterly. But there is one
thing more—the curate, whom I must have, for I cannot
go on serving both churches, as I do now, with daily
service here. T	, and his mother, will give me one-
half, or nearly his salary. But besides Dean Lodge there
is no house that he can live in. Let him rent it until you
sell it. I implore you, grant this last kindness to me
whom you once called a friend. My heart is broken. It
is a favour you will not have to grant me long, as my
pausing pulse and my shuddering heart testify. Oh, God
bless you!
Mr. Valentine came to Chapel House, Morwenstow,
in October, 1874, and renewed his old warm friend-
ship with the vicar. Had there been any change in
the views of Mr. Hawker, it would certainly have been
made known to his most intimate friend of many
years. But Mr. Valentine found him the same in
faith, though sadly failing in mental and bodily
power.
Nov. 13, 1874. My dear Valentine >—You will be sorry to
hear that over-anxieties and troubles are incessant. First
of all, no curate.    A Mr. H	came down from Torquay.
He had all but agreed to come, but when he saw Dean
Lodge he declined. He thought it too far to walk to
church. I have advertised in three papers, but only one
applicant. I have invited him to come and see for him-
self, but he has not yet appeared or written. We are so
remote and forlorn that unless a man be very sincere and
honest there is no inducement. No sphere for strut or
grimace, or other vanity. Another trouble that we have
is scarlet and typhus fever both, in several parts of the
parish. . . . And now I am compelled to remind you that
you promised me this month your subscriptions to our
charities. I want to pay the schoolmaster, this next week,
his quarter's salary. This will make the adverse balance
run to nearly fifty pounds against me. It is most ruinous.
Upon the school-building account I am responsible for
sixty-eight pounds beyond the subscriptions. . . ,

